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a. And Other the 


INHABITANTS of the Pax ISB of 


MORTLAKE: 
HIS Diſcourſe, publiſhed, at their 


© Requeſt, is moſt humbly inſcribed, as 


a i ſinall Teſtimony of Gratitude and Aﬀec- 
tion, by their Sol hs ee 
_ Moſt obliged and - 


5 


moſt humble Servant, 


| Mortlate, ED. ARNOLD. 


I 28. 
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8 ER MO N 


PABAC RED IN THE. 


Pans chuncn of MORTLAKE in 


the war i CO S 


8h Chap. iſt Book of "Kings, ve £4 jp 14 9 


44th, J 7 thy People go out to Battle againſt their Enemy, 
I hit her ſoe ver thou ſhall ſend them, and ſhall pray unto 


the Lord toward the City which thou haſt . and 


toward the Houſe that i have built for thy Name : 
45th, Then hear thou in Heaven tl+ir Prayer and their 179 
Fee and maintain their Conſe. 


the mighty Preparations King Solomon was mak= 
ing, to build a Rh: a to the great God, accord- 
ing to the Divine Command to his Father David hy the 
Mouth of Nathan the Prophet. _ the Acc: ih- 


B | ing 
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n 1 1 E 
ing 6b b which, 155 aembled the Bar «of l ad wg al tho 
H eads of the Tribes, the C lief of the Fathers of the Children 
of Iſrael, in Fernſalem, and they brought wp the Ark of the 
Lord, and ſacrificed Sheep and Oxen without Number, and 
celebrated the Dedication of it with as much Magnif. 
cence. as had been before expreſſed in the Building. 

You will tell me this is foreign to the Purpoſe of this 
Day s Solemnity; we are not come together upon a Feſti- 
val, but upon a Faſt. But the Sequel will adapt it to the 
preſent Occaſion, when we come to conſider this great 
ing, as he ſtood before the Altar of the Lord, in the 
mer of all the Congregation of 1ſrael, and {pread- 
: ing forth his Hands towards Heaven, rehearſing the Im- 

menſity of the Divine Majeſty, his Mercy, and Paich- 
ws, invoking him to have Reſpect to the Supplica- 
tion of his Servant, and hearken to the Prayers that ſhould 
be offered in that holy Place. Methinks the Idea is 
exactly appoſite to the Circumſtances of this Day's Hu- 
miliation conſidered in this Light, when both Prince and 
People are proſtrating them; Ges before the Mijeſty of 

Heaven, begging the Divine Bleſſing and Protection upon 

their Undertakings, which cannot be better W any than 

in the Language of my Text. 
So thathow different ſoever were the Occaſions, yer the 


Subjeat Matter is 1 kame. And 1 the one was 
5 an 


TEM 


an Exultation for the Dedicztion of the Tem ple, rhe 
other ſuould be a Lamentation and a Day of Penance a 
Dedication of ourſelves to God in ſincere Repentance for 
our Sins. That as we are now gone out to Batile gaiuſt 
our Enemy, we may pray unto Ke Lord with that fervent 


in Heaven and maintain our Cauſe. 

pray God we may etecute it as we ought. * 

ſion to obſerve, Firſt, * Prayer to God is the moſt 
effectual Means, and che ſureſt "Reps. to Private, or 
National Succeſs. wa 
Secondly, That National Hatlartons are the belt 
Acai for National Sins. 


Circumſtances in which We are engaged. 


Succels. 


This mult be ti true, becauſe God hath ijipcirited it to be 


there are many Examples in thi Old Teſtament, and to 


B 2 | _ 


Sincerity, that he may be inclined to hear our Supplication 
This is che Purpoſe of our preſent Meeting, and 1 | 


From the Words of 1 my Text then, T' ſhall EV occa- 5 


And, Thirdly, 1 half apply the Whole 0 the preſen 
Fit Ifay, that Prayer to God is the ag fectull 

Mei and the Weſt Step, ro: Private, or National 
| the Inſtrument of all his Bleſſi tos to Mankind; of which 


which there are numberleſs Precepts in the New. The 
Romans never entered upon any * relating to the 
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down the Adoration of the Immortal Gods, as their 
firſt Principle, who: held the Ballance of Power in their 


God, to flee to him for Succour, to implore his ſe- 


8 we 
PPTP 


that ſuffer Wrong, his Power, in carrying us through all 
Dangers, and his Goodneſs, which diſpoſes him to every 
1 of Compaſſion to his Creatures, Pact 


Induſtry ſhall proſper; though they . riſe early, and late 
tale 10% and lay the deepeſt, Schemes of Advantage 
to themſelves; For one may plant, and another may water, 


N Natural World, ſo it is in the Political ;. the Plans of 


[4] 
Safe or Honour of their, Republick,, til FR had firſt 
invoked their Gods to be propitious,, and from their 
Sacrifices, which were e offered, their Augurs 
were to form ſome Tokens of Succeſs. The Greels and 
Heathens, as we may learn from Pythagoras, Tully, and 
many other of their Poets, and Hiſtorians, - always laid 


Hands, ſuſpending. not only the Fate of Individuals, 
but weighing States and Empires, a like Dependent on 
their Pleaſure. And indeed, it ſeems to be the firſt 
Dictate. of Natural Reaſon, after the Knowledge of : 


5 7 0 Attributes to our Aſſfiltanee, his: Wiſdom, to ad- 
viſe us in all Doubts, his Juſtice, in -belping i them to Right 


F hl $1 
Hirher muſt every Man repair, for | private Bleſſings 
in Wh Houſe or in the Field, without which, Fs Art or 


but it is God that giveth the Increaſe ; And as it is in the 


the 


8 
„ * a 


7 : 
5 » ws 


Webb, or cruſht like the Ws of the Oſtrich, in the Duſt, 
led in to give Life to the De- 


ſign, and ſupport it with his Providence: In the Chriſ- 


. | 


if the Almighty be not ca 


tian Church, Prayer has been ever looked upon, as the 


Grand Expedient of Succels : For which end, there are 
not only publick Liturgies appointed, for more ſolemn | 


or Publick Worſhip, but many private Forms are every 


where to be found, for the Direction of our Domeſtick, 
and Family Devotions, in our Retirements with God; 
which are the ſureſt Means of bringing down God's Bleſ- 
ſing upon thoſe who are thus employ d, and conſequently 
| hould be attended as the ſolemn Offices of Religion, 


not only by Parents, and Maſters of Families, but by 


their Children and Servants, who are alike entitled to the 
Divine Goodneſs with themſelves. But of this no more 
at preſent, deſigning to ſpeak to it by Implication, under 
my ſecond Head, wherein I am to ſhow: that National 


Humiliations are the beſt Atonement for National Sins. 


By National Humiliations ] underſtand, ſuch Times 


and Seaſons; as are wiſely ſer apart for the moſt Solemn 


Acts of Prayer, and Faſting; to deprecate the Divine 
Wrath, and implore his Almighty Protection for the 
Future. The Sins of Nations cannot be atoned but by 
National Repentance. It is conſiſtent with the Divine 
var. „ | B 3 4 Juſtice hs 


—— 


of our own Devices. How natural was it then, while 


Sel. - 
Juſtice, to to-puniſh Collective Bodies in their Corporate 
and Politick Eſtate; the Sins of private Men will appear 
at another Tribunal againſt them, but the Relations and 
Ties of a Commuity muſt ſhortly be diſſolved, and by 
Conſequence, they are no longer capable of Rewards or 
Puniſhments, adapted to thein Crimes, than whilſt they 
continue in their Politick Eſtate. Hence it is that we 
read of a Succeſſion of Divine ſudgments, from the 
Annals of the Fewi/h-People, to the preſent Age. There 
haye been in all Nations, and all Ages, heavy Provoca- 
tions, and crying Sins, which have called down the Al. 
mighty more immediately to interpoſe in the Order of 
the World, and to ſcatter Deſtruction in various Shapes 
| amonglt us; ſometimes by a ſudden Overthrow from 


our Enemies, ſometimes by the ravenous Outrages of 
the Plague, and ſometimes by leaving us to the Condud 


thoſe Judements of the Lord were upon the Earth, for th: 
| Inhabitants of. the World to learn Righteouſneſs; and could 


we but carry our Thoughts into fome Foreign Nations, 
ve might there {ge the bloody Footſteps of War and 

Deſolation, what | Havock it has made of them: altogether, 
how dreadful the Scene of Bloodſhed is, and how nearly 
it concerns us to implore the Divine Ane when 


as SO. keen ond: ſurround: us. 


2 


1 


we are taught in expreſs Words to pray, that God would 
give Peace in our Days, becauſe wwe have none other but 
by Wl Himſelf that fighteth for us: And if He for our Unwor- 

or thineſs ſhould withdraw his Succour, and fight nor in 
© I our Defence, we may prepare the Horſe for Battle, we 
ve may ordain our Arrows againſt the Perſecutors, and gird 
tne BY ourſelves for the Viffory, but we ſhall ſoon find, that the 
ere Bl Race is not to the Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong; he 
„vill dicomfit us, as he did the great Aſſyrian Army, 
| and make vs a Spoil, and a Reproach to them that are round 
of about us. Tis true, there have been ſome good Men, 
des who with Moſes ſtood in the Gap, and petitioned God 
m for the People. Thus Abraham intreated God for Sodom, 
and prevailed, if there were ten Righteous in it that the 


City ſhould not be deſtroyed. So again Phineas the Son | 
ik er er flood up and prayed, and the Plague ceaſed from 
> Iſrael: And if the Prayers of one Man are fo prevailing, 
ul 


how acceptable ſhall the Smoke of this Day's Sacrifice 

alcend, when the Whole People are begging Protection 
at God's Throne. Tis true, there are at preſent many 
Monſters of Iniquity ruling in the World; Sins which 

require a National Humiliation to deprecate their Guile; 
| Sins, which unleſs ſincerely repented of, muſt end in 
National Perdition. Sins; which as it were, Storm 
Heaven by Violence, and Challenge forth the Almighty 


ro 


_. Truth, they meet together, then Righteouſneſs and Peac: 


ro Vengeance. For theſe things all good Men weep 
inceſſantly, and lament: in private, leſt the deſtroying 

Angel ſhould be ſent forth to a Nation ſurrounded and 
ſwallowed up in Sin. For when a Nation grows 
rebellious and incorrigible, though Saints as illuſtrious 
as Noah, Daniel, and Fob, ſhould be found in it, they ſcoull 
fave neither Son nor Daughter, but ſhould eſcape themſelves 
alone for their Integrity. Prayer and Faſting have been 
ever eſteemed the molt ſolemn Exerciſes of Religion, the 
one the Handmaid to the other, and when like Mercy and 


ſhall kiſs each other. Truth and every other Virtue ſhall 
 fouriſh in the Earth, and God ſhall look down with 
Pleaſure, at he did on the Works of the Creation, at 
the Beginning. The Guardian Angels, who execute 
his Pleaſure, ſhall encamp about us, and Virtue ſhall 
be our Defence on every Side. There was a Time, 
when Religion and its Offices were grosfly- miſapply d. 
Nothing then was heard but Prayer, and Preaching, and 
Teal for the Coven int, but none for Monarchy and 
Loyalty; from whence it came to paſs, that for rh: 
Sins of the People, and the Iniquities of the Prieſts,” they 
ſhed the Blood of the Juſt in the midſt of ſerultlem, a 
Fact for which after Ages might repent, but the Gui: 
ef it, nothing but the Blood of the Son of God cam expiate. 


When this becomes the Caſe, Prayer is an Abomination; 
and Faſting, a down right Prevarication, there is Ini- 
quity,” and that even in their ſolenm' Meeting, For Prayer 
is not the Labour of the Lips, but the pouring out of 
the Heart to God; and Faſting is not for Strife, and De- 
bate, and to ſmite with the Ft of Nil oledneſi, to bow down 
the Head as a Bullruſb, and o ſpread Saokeloth- and Afhes 
under ur; bur to looſe” the Bands" of Wickedneſs, to undo 
the heuuy Bardens, and to let the Oppreſſed go free, to deal 
our Broad to the Hungry, to covey the Naked with a Gar- 
nent, to draw our the Soul to the Hungry, and ſatisfy' the 
Affiibied-; if ae turn not away our Foot' from the Sabbath, 
from doing God's Pleaſure on that Holy-Day, and call the | 
Sabbath a Delight; then ſhall we ory and tho Lord ſpall an- 
fer" u our Light fall riſe in Gbſourity, and our Dark- 
neſs ſhall beromo as the Noon -· Day. But if on the other 
hand, we look upon Religion, as a Burden, or a ſeſt, 
profane the Sabbath, and deface the Image of Virtue 
from our Souls; we muſt firſt of all expect the Divine 
Judgments upon ourſelves as Individuals, and conſiderd 
in our Politick Capacity, No marvel if we are deflvoyed; = 
both Mie and Our King. Acts of Humiliation natu- 
rally lead us to recollect our paſt Actions with Indig- 
nation, and to form better Reſolutions for the Future. 
By the One we ſhall: atone for our paſt an. 


$6: 5 


| [ 10 1 
by the Other avert the impending Rod of God's Dic 
3 _ Upon this, not only our Private, but our 
Publick Security muſt depend. Whoſoever e 
has a Value for his Country, Religion, Liberty, 
Laws, will pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem, and will ſeek 
10 do it good. Which we can only do by avoiding 
thoſe Sins, Which, as naturally as Righreouſneſs exalterh 

5 a Nation, will. be a Scandal and Reproach to any People. 

Look back upon that abandon d Nation the Fews ; 
| they were an incortigible, and fliff necfd People, the 
eee of which was, the total Demolition of 
their whole Civil, and Religious, O Economy. They 
| ſoon} became no People, who were once the People of 

God. They are now a wandering, vagabond Race, 

without a "King, without a Prince, without a Sacrifice, 
without ;Altars, without Prophets,. and ſhall continue 
ſo to be, till they , ſhall return, and ſeek the Lord in the 
latter Days,” — to the Prophet. From this Ex- 

ample we may draw ſuch Concluſions to ourſelves, as 
may animate and influence Our whole Conduct. For, 

as the Apoſtle to the Romans abſerves, If God ar 4 
not the. Natural Branches; which were planted by his 
own. Hand, and water d with his moſt peculiar . 
but rooted them up for their Infidelity, and Rebellion. 
W him, the * cannot be lels 8 
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where the Provocations are not leſs Notorious, and we 
mult juſtly expect to fall, after the ſame Example of 
Unbelief. However, as the Day of Salvation is not yet 
cloſed upon us, as we have ſtill Opportunity for Peace 
and Reconciliation, if we comply with the Terms and 
Propoſals of God's Will, let us (as the Solemni- 
ty of this Day directs) return to God with the ut- 
moſt Fervency of Soul and Spirit; caffing all our Care 
upon him, for he careth for us. Invoking him in our 
preſent Exigence, for Succels againſt our Enemies, which 
is the Purpoſe of our preſent Meeting, and to which 
I ſhall apply the Remainder of this Diſcourſe. © 
Me are now aſſembled, in the moſt folemn Manner, 
before God, to beg a Bleſſing upon our Arms, and up- 
on our Fleet, that are engaged in the preſent War: A 
War, which the repeated Inſults and Invaſions of our 
Neighbours, have made the Publick and National De- 
ſire We may preſume much upon the Juſtnels of 
our Cauſe, upon the Strength of our Navy, and up- 
on the ſuperior Force of our military Aid. But we 
maſt remember, that God ruleth in the Kingdoms of the 
Earth, and diſpoles all Events at his Pleaſure. That 
it is better to truſt in the Lord, than to put any Confi- 
dence in Men, or in Princes. Unleſs his Providence give 
a ganction to our Endeavours, no Enterprize can prof- 
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Tbe Schemes of Politicians ſhall he diets lil 
en that is ſcatten d with the Tempeſt ; the imbat- 
tal d Legions ball fiy, as che affrighted Roes upon the 
Mountains, and the Fortreſſes and Towers, U im- 
Re preguabic. in Thought, ſha ſhall be laid low. and lewell d with 
the Duft, Thus was it with that proud, uncircumciſed 
bh Philifline, who defied the Armies = the living God. By 
how-mcan. an Inſtrument was he ſlain, with all his Ar- 
mour, and his Arts about him, by the Stripling David, 
with a Sling and with a Stone, the certain Emiſſaries of 
Death, when conducted by that Hand, which brin geth 
mighty Things to paſt. e Prudence is at beſt C. I 
a Week. ine, Principle, and the Politicks of Men 
are ſo cloſely knit with Prejudice, and Paſſion, chat we 
are often miſguided in our Purſuit, and are defec- 
tive in the Means, or in the End. It is very happy 
for us, that the Lord reigneth, to wha as Supreme 
| lerator of the Univerſe, we may apply, for Reſo- 
lution in our Doubts, for Protection in-our Dangers, 
for Deliverance in our Diſtreſs. For Whither the Weak- - 

neſs or the Malice of Man would carry him, directed 
1 by his own unſtable. udgment, we ee Well 
| is it therefore, that the Lord is King,. her the People never 
ſo impatient ; that he | fitteth between, the Cherubims, be the 
Earth never. al unguier. To him chercfore- ſhould Werun, 
as 
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8 to FR 1 or Liſe, and ſecure an Intereſt in 
his Favour, whoſe Loving-Kinduefs is better than the Life 
it ſelf ; "who : giveth -gveat ny to this King; and is a 
Tower of ulation to his Pe L 
united Hearts, addreſs our ſelves  eonke Throne of/Grace, 
where we are ſure to obtain "Mercy, and to find Help 
n Time of Need. Let us blow the Trumpet in Sion, ſanc- 
% the Faſt, call a "ſolemn Aſſembly, ga ther the Elders, and 
all the Tnhabitants of the Land, hv the Houſe of the 
Lord. Let the Bridegroom come forth of his Chambers, 
md the Bride out of her Cloſet : Loet abe Prieſis, the Mi- 
niert of the Lord, weep "between the Porch and the Al- 
ar, and ler them ſoy; Spare thy People, 0 Lord, and 
gie not thine Heritage to Reproach, that the Heathens 
| hould rule over them; whevefore ſhould they ſay among 
the People, Where it this God? Then null the Lord 
be jealous for his Land, 


Mina them under bis Wings, and they ſpall be ſafe 
dor his Feathers, bis Faithfulneſs and Truth ſhall be they 
Shield and Buckler 5 they ſhall not be afraid for any Terror 
by Night, "mor for the Arrou that flyeth by Day. A 
Thouſand” Fall fall. "beſide them, and Ten Thouſand at their 
Right Hand. Kings ball be ſcattered for their Sakes, 
| Her Merchants fl be Privives, her Traffickers the- Honour- 
ae * the Earth, "they * comie . Spolls from far: 


with 


et us therefore; 'with 


and pity: this People, he will A 


with the Riches of the Country ſpall they return; Joy ſhall | 
upon every Head, Thankſgiving, and the Voice of Vic 
tory. But if we lift up our Hands to God, and in oy 
Hearts diſſemble with him, if we are not ſincere j 
every Act of Adoration to him, and Repentance of ou 
Sins, we may yet live to ſee another Face of Thing 
amongſt us; this Nation, in the State of Babylon, wha 
fallen, drinking of the Wine of the Wrath of God, ſpoil! 
ot her Beauty, diveſted of her Strength; no longer th 
Queen of Nations array d in all the Splendor of the Mer 
chant, but ſunk to the loweſt Ebb of Shame and Wi. 
dowhood, for her repeated Fornications. Conſider this 
and as ye love your Country, pray for it, that Go 
Vuuould be gracious to this Land, and turn a way the Captivit 
Df Jacob. As ye love the | Eſtabliſh'd Church, in 
treat him, that no Weapon that is formed againſt it ny 
Feroſper, but that it may remain pure, and uncorrupy 
in Doctrine, and Diſcipline, unto the End. Andi 
ve have regard in our future Conduct, to promote: 
due Concern for God's Honour, the Safety of our Ci 
vil, and Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſument, and the Good d 
our Country, we may ſay, as Judas Maccabeus did, i 
encourage his Brethren againſt the Armies of yr 

The Viftory of the Battle ſtandeth not in the - Multituae of 

an Hoſt, but Strength that cometh from Heaven. The 
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Wy come againſt us with Pride, and Iniquity, to deſtroy 
„ our Hives, and our Children, and to ſpoil us; but 
will fight for our Lives and Laws. God grant, the 
vent may be rhe ſame with us, as it was with him, 
hen Seron and his Hoſt were overthrown before him. 
oil Word, and to conclude. As the War is now begun, 
t Us carry it on with Zeal, conducted by Religion, put- 
Me. og on the whole Armour of God, let us wait for the 
Wnporcant, hidden Event. Let our ſincereſt Adorations, 
nch the Sacrifice of a broken and contrite Heart, con- 
GalMoually Aſcend, as Incenſe to his Throne; that from the 
wih wency, and frequency of our Prayer, he may be in- 
in ined to hear in Heaven, and to maintain our Cauſe. Grant- 
g Us at the preſent, the Succours of his Might, and 
his due Time, the Bleſſings of Peace: Unto whoſe 
1d mighty Protection we commit ourſelves, in and 
xe N lrough rhe Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


4 ³ĩW6³ tte oy hf. 


], t | Three Perſons and One God, be aſcribed, as is 
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moſt due, all Honour and Glory, Thankſgivin ; 
and Power, henceforth and for ore, ip To WD, 
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